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UNDERWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL, ISD #550 

 
Welcome to the Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Achievement. 
This report is Underwood Public School’s opportunity to keep residents informed on 
developments in curriculum and student achievement. The Board of Education approved 
this report at their regular meeting October 17, 2011.  If you have questions concerning 
any part of this report, contact John Hamann, Principal, at 826-6101. 
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GRAD Test Results Grades 9-12 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 
 
 
                            GRAD Writing, Reading and Math Tests 2011 Results 
                                                     Percent of Students Passing 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   

 

The GRAD is a set of tests measuring the reading, writing, and mathematics proficiency 
of high school students. By determining a specified level on each of these assessments, 
Minnesota is making sure its students are on track to have the essential skills and 
knowledge necessary for graduation in the 21st century.   
 
Students take the GRAD Writing Test in 9th grade, the GRAD Reading Test in 10th 
grade, and the GRAD Math Test in 11th grade.  The reading and math GRAD tests are 
included with the reading and math MCA-II tests taken in those grades.  Students need 
to pass the writing and reading GRAD tests, as well as meet Underwood credit 
requirements, to receive a diploma.  Students who do not pass on the first try will have 
opportunities for remediation and retesting to meet the requirement for graduation.   
 
Legislation approved in 2009 allows students to receive a diploma without passing the 
Math GRAD if they participate in remediation, attempt a retest at least twice, and meet 
all other district graduation requirements.  This temporary exemption affects students 
through the Class of 2014 at which time revised graduation requirements will be in 
place.  100% of Underwood seniors met this requirement. 

GRADUATING CLASS WRI TING READING MATH 
Class of 2014 (Grade 9) 98%   
Class of 2013 (Grade 10) 88% 84%  
Class of 2012 (Grade 11) 94% 85% 52% 
Class of 2011 (Grade 12) 100% 100% 83% 
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Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments !  Ser ies I I (MCA-I I) Results 
 
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments – Series II (MCA-IIs) are the state reading, math, and science tests 
and meet the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  The MCA-II reading and math 
assessments, first administered in 2006, are aligned to Minnesota’s academic standards.  Students statewide in 
grades 3-8, grade 10 (reading) and grade 11 (math) complete the MCA-II reading and math assessments each 
spring.  Students in grades 5, 8 and 10 complete the science assessments.  Results are shown below.  The bar 
graphs show the results for 2011, and the tables that follow show results from 2006-2010.  Students who meet or 
exceed the state standards are counted as proficient. 
 
Reading 
 

 
 

 
Reading MCA­II Results – Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards 

 
 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 10 
Underwood-2006 88% 82% 74% 67% 78% 81% 70% 
State-2006 82% 77% 77% 72% 67% 65% 65% 
Underwood-2007 77% 76% 74% 81% 62% 68% 76% 
State 2007 80% 71% 73% 67% 63% 63% 62% 
Underwood-2008 89% 76% 90% 78% 80% 79% 89% 
State 79% 72% 73% 70% 65% 66% 71% 
Underwood 2009 74% 78% 78% 81% 70% 80% 90% 
State 2009  78% 75% 72% 73% 65% 60% 74% 
Underwood 2010 88% 64% 92% 73% 71% 64% 86% 
State 2010  76% 73% 76% 72% 66% 68% 75% 
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Mathematics 
 
Students in grades 3-8 took rigorous new math assessments aligned to higher math standards in 2011. Thus 
scores on the 2011 assessments are not comparable with scores on the assessments taken in years 2006-2010. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Math MCA­II Results – Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards 
 
 
 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11 
Underwood-2006 75% 71% 34% 36% 62% 60% 39% 
State-2006 78% 69% 59% 59% 58% 57% 30% 
Underwood-2007 56% 50% 47% 56% 46% 61% 19% 
State-2007 79% 71% 63% 63% 61% 59% 32% 
Underwood 2008 87% 73% 80% 48% 59% 61% 30% 
State 2008 81% 72% 66% 65% 61% 58% 34% 
Underwood-2009 80% 80% 58% 74% 53% 66% 37% 
State-2009 82% 75% 66% 64% 63% 60% 42% 
Underwood-2010 85% 70% 78% 57% 68% 43% 49% 
State-2010 83% 77% 69% 69% 64% 59% 43% 
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Science 
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Underwood  Secondary School Makes Adequate Yearly Progress in 2011  
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is the means of measuring, through standards and assessments, progress 
toward the achievement of the federal NCLB goal of 100% proficient by 2014.  Minnesota uses the results of the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments to determine whether a school makes AYP.  In Minnesota, three areas 
determine whether a school has made Adequate Yearly Progress: participation, proficiency, and attendance or 
graduation rate.  AYP is calculated for the elementary school, the secondary school, and the district as a whole.   
 
Furthermore, NCLB requires schools and districts to break data into several different subgroups giving teachers 
and administrators a clearer picture of student performance.  Targets are set for different racial/ethnic groups, 
students with disabilities, English language learners, and economically disadvantaged students as measured by 
participation in free and reduced-price meals.  Only subgroups with sufficient numbers of students are measured 
for each school and district. Schools and districts make AYP if the students in these subgroups meet the targets 
for the percent of students meeting or exceeding the standards on the state assessments in reading and 
mathematics as well as meeting the participation and the attendance or graduation requirements.  
 
All Underwood Secondary’s 15 subgroups that have sufficient numbers of students to be measured met their 
AYP targets.  In the Underwood district as a whole, 16 of the 18 subgroups that have sufficient numbers of 
students to be measured met their targets.  In  the elementary school, 14 of 15 subgroups that have sufficient 
numbers met their targets.  The subgroups not meeting AYP targets were special education reading and math at 
the district level and special education reading at the elementary level. 
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Underwood’s student achievement goal for meeting the Minnesota state academic standards is to continue to 
make Adequate Yearly Progress by increasing the number of students whose scores on the MCA-II math and 
reading assessments show they are meeting or exceeding the standards.  
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Curriculum improvement is an ongoing process for the Underwood School District.  The district follows a 
curriculum review cycle to periodically review and evaluate each subject area to guide district instruction and 

Beginning in 2008, students in grades 5, 8 and high school completed the MCA-II science assessment.  The 
high school test is a life science test given to students as they complete their biology course.  The computer-
based assessment is designed to be interactive and allows students to simulate experiments and provide 
responses online.  The science test results do not count toward student graduation requirements or the federal 
No Child Left Behind Act.  The table below shows results for 2008-2011. 
 

 
 

Underwood 
2008 

State 
2008 

Underwood 
2009 

State 
2009 

Underwood 
2010 

State 
2010 

Underwood 
2011 

State 
2011 

Grade 5 43% 39% 50% 45% 42% 46% 61% 46% 
Grade 8 37% 38% 25% 43% 40% 48% 39% 44% 
Biology 42% 43% 48% 50% 32% 52% 38% 54% 
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curriculum improvement.  This process keeps the district’s curriculum current and effective.  This year 
Underwood reviewed the K-12 Physical Education and 7-10 Health curriculums. 
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Program Evaluation 
Students in 6th and 8th grades and the Strength and Conditioning class completed a survey with 
questions about the Physical Education Program.  Advisory committee members discussed the PE 
program and cited the following: 
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 More lifetime activities, such as badminton, golf, and dance, have been added to the 
curriculum.  Each PE class includes a variety of different activities with each unit being about 2 
weeks in length. 

 Facilities are excellent with the new gym, the option of a second gym available, the practice 
football fields for outside activities, and top­of­the­line playground equipment. 

 A change in scheduling allows one class at a time in grades K­4 to have physical education 
rather than one full grade at a time, reducing the number of students in a PE class in those 
grades. 

 In addition to required PE classes in grades K­9, an elective class is available for students in 
grades 10­12. 
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 A permanent area is needed for weightlifting. 
 Drainage is not good on sections of the grassy field. 
 Although some weight training equipment was secured with a grant, the district lacks other 
fitness equipment such as treadmills or bikes. 
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 As much as possible, keep the number of students down in the physical education classes.  
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 The health topics included at each grade, 7­9, are specific to the grade which allows the topics 
to be addressed in more depth. 

 Some health topics, such as fitness and obesity, are addressed through physical education 
classes. 
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 Otter Tail Public Health staff are not doing the presentations on puberty and adolescence 
anymore.  Thus these topics may be missed with 5th and 6th graders. 

 Some health classes must meet in non­classroom spaces, e.g., the Commons, because of the 
space crunch.  Such areas are not conducive to learning. 
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 Increase health education time to a semester instead of a trimester.   
 Have Mr. Hendrickson complete his licensure in health education. 
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Each year the Annual Report includes an update on progress toward the previous year’s Improvement Plan.  
Last year Underwood reviewed the Media (Library) program and the Science curriculum. Recommendations 
were addressed as follows: 
*?:68 K'
 Update the technology in the media center. 

Nine computers added in the Media Center bringing to total to 25 computers to accommodate the larger 
class sizes. 

 Establish a library home page with links to resources. 
This was done. 

 Determine the appropriate way to address media curriculum. 
Although nothing specific was done, students do seem to have a good grasp 
of skills needed to locate books and materials for research. 

 Schedule Mrs. Seviour in the media center full time so the library is available 
to students at all times and provide an assistant at least 2 hours per day. 

This was accomplished.  Mrs. Seviour was full-time plus an assistant was 
assigned to the library 2 hours/day. 

 Explore the possibility of having the library open to children and adults in the 
community at least a day each week for some weeks in the summer. 

No funds available. 
'
#76?>7?K' Following a review of science Underwood purchased science curriculum from National Geographic 
for grades K-2 and from Scott Foresman for grades 3-6.  A text from McGraw-Hill Glencoe was purchased for 
9th grade.   Teachers are satisfied with the new curriculum and texts.  Grade 5 scores on the 2011 Science MCA-
II increased significantly over previous years with only one year on the new curriculum even though the Grade 5 
assessment tests knowledge and skills from grades 3-5. 
 
'
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Thanks to the following people who agreed to review the Physical Education and 7-10 Health programs:   
   
Michelle Peterson, Parent/School Board Member Lisa Carlson, School Board 
Jill Bakken, Parent Olivia Kollar, Student 
Kenzie Woodman, Student Ryan Hendrickson, Physical Education Teacher 
Michelle Dewey, Physical Education & Health Teacher John Hamann, Principal 
Karen Lundstrom, Curriculum Director 
 
Terms of committee membership are for one year with reappointment.  The committee accepts new members at 
any time of the year.  Interested citizens can call the district office at 28-826-6101 to volunteer.  The 
administration selects committee members from those who volunteer and by contacting potential members in 
order that the committee includes a representative group of community people.   
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The Minnesota Department of Education publishes a School Report 
Card that offers a comprehensive look at each school and district in 
the state.  Information on academic and other school opportunities, 
student and staff characteristics, assessment results, and district 
finances can be found at http://education.state.mn.us.  Click on 
School Report Cards under Academic Excellence and choose a 
district or school from the alphabetical list. Data can be easily 
compared between and among all schools and districts in the state. 
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 Promote a technological environment which facilitates 

effective teaching and learning. 
 
 Study the strand and sub-strand MCA Math results and create 

a plan to improve areas of concern. 
 
 Provide resources to teachers to effectively build curriculum 

and plan for superior instruction in order to be able to offer AP 
and concurrent enrollment (college) classes. 

http://education.state.mn.us/

